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Summary (and Rationale):  Students will read three short Greek myths, discuss them in small groups, and then as a whole class. It is important to have some knowledge of Greek mythology because of its cultural significance and because Greek myths explore the human condition. 
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [5 minutes]  
First ask students to name all of the Greek gods and goddesses they can think of; write their names and their particular “areas” (e.g. Aphrodite = goddess of love) on the board to review prior knowledge of Greek mythology. 

“To begin our unit on heroes, we will be reading Greek mythology. It will be up to you to decide who is a hero and who is not heroic in these stories.”
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	After reading three short Greek myths, students will contribute meaningfully at least two times in the class discussion. 
After reading these myths and participating in the class discussion, students will be able to name three facts about Greek mythology.  
	The teacher will make a tally on a roster sheet each time a student speaks to be sure that each student speaks at least twice in the discussion. 
Students will write three facts about Greek mythology on an exit slip at the end of class. 


State the objective: [1 minute] 
Assessment: [5 minutes] At the end of class, students will write three general facts about Greek mythology on an exit slip. 
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [5 minutes] Circle the gods and goddesses who appear in these stories; add any that are not already on the board (it is unlikely students would have named Hermes or Prometheus). 
“The gods and goddesses I have circled will be appearing in the stories we read today. If you forget who someone is, the answer is on the board. 

Keep in mind when you read these that Greeks passed down these stories by word of mouth. This is called the oral tradition, and nearly every culture has or had some type of oral tradition. People told stories for entertainment, because there was no TV back then, but they also told stories about their religious beliefs. A lot of myths, like the ones we are reading today, attempt to explain why the world is the way it is. 
The three short stories we are reading today are grouped together into one story called “Prometheus and the First People.” Please open your textbooks to page 1066. “Prometheus and the First People” provides explanations for mankind’s mental capacities as well as the source of life’s miseries. I hope you’ll find it interesting to see what the Greeks thought about these things. “
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [60 minutes] Read the three stories as a class, alternating between readers at every paragraph. After each story (they are very short), ask a few questions to check reading comprehension.  

Next, break the students up into three groups, one for each story:  “Humanity’s Beginnings” (Prometheus’s gift to humans), “The Coming of Evil” (Pandora’s box), and “The Great Flood.”  Each group, with occasional assistance from the teacher, will come up with at least  5 questions about their assigned story, and 5 questions about the three stories together as a whole (about connections outside of the stories, similarities in the stories, maybe about Greek mythology in general). 

Examples of possible questions about individual stories: 

1. What is Zeus’s motivation in punishing Prometheus?

2. Why did Zeus not want humans to have the power to use fire?

3. What changes does Pandora bring into the world by opening the box?
4. Why would Zeus want to punish humans using Pandora’s box rather than other means? 

5. What is the significance of the new humans being made from stone?

Examples of possible general questions: 

1. Which characters in the three myths make heroic efforts during trying circumstances? 

2. What do these myths suggest about the value the ancient Greeks placed on the human power to reason? 

3. In Greek mythology, what is the relationship between humans and gods like?

4. What connections can you make between these myths and other culture’s myths or beliefs? 

Each group will discuss the questions about their own story for about 15 minutes, then the teacher will open the floor for group discussion. The small groups first tell the rest of the class anything interesting their group said (teacher may ask some guiding questions if needed); once they are finished, the rest of the class may comment on their discoveries. 

Next, the class will arrange their desks into a circle for a large group discussion. The general questions that the groups generated with will be asked one at a time. Once the conversation dies on one question, the teacher will call for another question. This will continue either until all questions have been asked or until time runs short, depending on the amount of discussion. 
Students will then move the desks back into their normal places and return to their seats. 

V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [5 minutes] Instruct the students to take out a piece of paper and write three facts about Greek mythology (e.g., Greek gods were often cruel to humans, Greeks told stories through the oral tradition, etc) as an exit slip. 
STANDARDS:
Reading Literature Standard RL10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
Speaking and Listening Standard SL 10.1c Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

Speaking and Listening Standard SL10.1d Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented

Plans for Individual Differences: The teacher will pause at the end of each short story to ensure that the stories are being understood. If students have difficulty coming up with questions, or the right kind of questions, the teacher will ask questions to lead students in the right direction. 
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