Theme in “The Orphan Boy and the Elk Dog” 

Author: Katlyn Lancaster
Date Created: January 28, 2013
Subject(s): English 
Topic or Unit of Study (Title):  Heroes: Mythological and Otherwise
Grade Level: 9-10
Materials: Textbook, Graphic organizer (see bottom)
Summary (and Rationale):  Students will learn the concept of theme, then read “The Orphan Boy and the Elk Dog” and analyze the theme(s) within the short story. Understanding theme increases both appreciation and understanding of literature.
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [5 minutes] Have you ever learned about theme in your earlier English classes? Discuss and explain that we are going to be reading “The Orphan Boy and the Elk Dog” and analyzing themes from the story. 
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	Students will be able to identify a major theme within “The Orphan Boy and the Elk Dog” and give three pieces of supporting evidence. 
	Students will fill out a graphic organizer which identifies the theme of the story and provides at least three pieces of supporting evidence. 
Rubric:   
Identifies a theme (2 points)

Gives at least 3 pieces of evidence (3 points)


State the objective: [1 minute]
Assessment: To be completed for homework
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  Theme is an interesting and hard-to-define concept, but it is important to understand in order to really appreciate literature. We can define theme as the central idea of a work, or an aspect of human experience the author wants to express. 

It is also important to understand what theme is not. It is not the moral of the story, because a moral is a piece of advice the author wishes for the audience to take away with them. It is also not the subject of the story or a “hidden meaning.” It is simply the central idea. 

To identify the theme of a story, you have to look at all the different parts of a work of literature and then look at how they relate to each other and to the whole. When you look for the theme in a story, here  are the main things you should think about: 

1. Characters: What kind of people are in this story?
2. Motivation: What do the characters do? 
3. Plot: Why do the characters behave like they do, and what are their motives? 
4. Style: How does the author perceive reality?
5. Tone: What are the author’s attitudes in the story?
6. Values: What are the values of the characters in the story? What values does the author seem to promote?
The teacher answers any questions and then moves on. 

[15 minutes]

IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): Students read “The Orphan Boy and his Elk Dog” out loud, and the teacher pauses the read-through occasionally, both to ensure understanding and to keep the focus on the theme of the story. The teacher asks questions regarding subjects such as character motivation to lead students to formulate ideas about the theme of the story. 
Example questions: What hardships does Long Arrow face? How does Long Arrow react to them? Do you think Long Arrow has possessed heroic attributes his entire life? Explain. 

[40 minutes]
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): Teacher assigns the homework (assessment) and reviews that students should look at characters, plot, motivations, values and the author ‘s values  and style in the story. 
[5 min] 
VI. Independent Practice: For homework, students fill out the graphic organizer. They must identify the theme of “The Orphan Boy and the Elk Dog” and provide at least three pieces of evidence from the story. 
STANDARDS:
North Carolina Common Core Standards Grades 9-10

RL.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RL.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.

Plans for Individual Differences: 
If students have difficulty completing the graphic organizer on their own, they may work with a partner. 
References (APA style):

Literary analysis guide: Theme. Retrieved from http://www.ci.maryville.tn.us/mhs/studyskills/compguide/LitAnaTheme.htm
Lynnette, R. (2012, October 19). Ideas for teaching theme. Retrieved from http://www.minds-in-bloom.com/2012/10/ideas-for-teaching-theme-and-couple.html
Graphic organizer: 
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Possible answers for the graphic organizer
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