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Summary (and Rationale):  Students will identify characteristics of heroes, create their own hero, and define “hero” in their own words. This will increase students’ understanding of literature, as well as the human condition. 
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [5 minutes] I am sure you have encountered stories of heroes in previous classes, as well as in your personal lives. (Ask the class for examples of heroes, such as Superman, MLK, etc.)  Have you ever thought about what it means to be a hero? Today we will be defining the concept of a “hero.” 
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	After identifying the characteristics of a hero, students will be able to write their own definition of a hero, which contains at least three characteristics.
	Students will write their definition of a hero, which contains at least three characteristics discussed in class, on an exit slip. 


State the objective: [1 minute]
Assessment: [10 minutes] At the end of class, students will write their definitions of a hero, which should contain at least three characteristics discussed in class, on an exit slip. The definition might read something like this: “A hero is a person with extraordinary courage and/or ability who may use his or her strengths to benefit others and may or may not be on a journey of some type. A hero may be seen as a role model or honored for his or her actions.” 
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [15 minutes] The teacher will ask the students to generate a list of ideas and words associated with heroes. The list might include words such as strength, bravery, leaders, firefighter, television, role model, super, etc. As a class, the students will group the listed items together and label the groups. Then the class will search for ways that the groups may be put together or re-grouped. 
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [20 minutes] The class will be divided into groups, and then each group will create their own hero, and make a poster (not to be graded) to illustrate this. The poster will include at least three defining characteristics of a hero, as decided by the group, and the hero should exemplify this, as well as have his or her own personality. The group will create a drawing of their hero and provide a name and a few sentences describing who their hero is and what he or she does. The teacher will provide support for groups as needed during this process. 
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [15 minutes] The students will share their posters with the class. As they present, the teacher will write, on the board, the defining characteristics each group chose. The students will be able to use this list to assist them with their definition of “hero.” 
VI. Independent Practice: [10 minutes] The students will write their own definition of a hero, which should include at least three characteristics discussed in class, on an exit slip. 
STANDARDS: Common Core Standards Grades 9-10

	Writing W.2D
	Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic.

	Speaking and Listening SL.1
	Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

	Language L.9-10.4
	Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

	


Plans for Individual Differences: Students who have difficulty with writing may give their definition to the teacher orally. Students who have trouble understanding the assignment may be assisted by the teacher according to where the problem lies. 
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